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JOONDALUP YOUTH FORUM 
Statement by Member for Joondalup 

MS E. HAMILTON (Joondalup) [12.52 pm]: Recently I had the privilege of facilitating a youth forum with the 
Minister for Youth, Peter Tinley, and a group of eager and enthusiastic high school students from the Joondalup 
electorate. I must say the future of Joondalup is looking bright. The students who attended were excited to have 
the opportunity to have their voices heard and to speak directly with the minister and me about services that 
influence their lives. The youth strategy is a vital policy document critical to our state government’s success in 
reaching and engaging youth. Its mission is to provide young Western Australians with better opportunities to 
make their own choices about their lives. In late 2017, the Department of Communities consulted widely on the 
“Better Choices: Youth in WA” discussion paper. It is clear that young people need more support to transition 
from school to employment and further education, as well as support with mental health, homelessness and 
unemployment. The forum I held provided young Western Australians with the opportunity to provide input into 
the youth strategy. As a mother of two school-aged children, I understand the need for a coordinated youth policy. 
It is pleasing to know that the McGowan government is committed to ensuring its youth policy is receptive to the 
needs of young people and is best utilising state government resources. I would like to pass on special thanks to 
Ocean Reef Senior High School for hosting the event, and especially the school’s principal, Ms Karon Brookes, 
for her support and assistance. The discussions we had were both engaging and expansive, covering how to best 
implement technological resources like apps and social media, with a focus on ensuring that everything we do both 
engages young people and plays a useful role in their lives. 
I would like to thank the representatives from each of the schools that attended. From Belridge Secondary College 
we had Ms Chloe Ironmonger and students Natasha Amy, Jamie Attree and Max Price; from Lake Joondalup 
Baptist College, Ms Telma Keen and students Bellise Driesen, Morgan Moon and Holly Seitz; from Mater Dei 
College, Ms Tamara Boyer and students Melissa Hemetsberger, Sophie Holly and Andre Desevaux; and from our 
host school, Ocean Reef Senior High School, we had Reece Jemerson and Lara Gillen. Thank you to all who 
attended, and the Minister for Youth, for ensuring that the voices of our state’s youth are heard. 
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